Material
The investigation covered the whole population of Denmark over 6 years of age, a total of 3,660,000 persons. The patients concerned were divide,d into three groups:
(A) In-patients. (B) Disabled patients (receiving public aid). (C) Out-patients. The three main subjects of inquiry were:
(1) What is the number of patients? of all the disabled in Denmark). This figure is fairly constant from year to year, the increase and decrease being about equal. The annual increase of new invalids is about 365, which is as much as to say that every day one person becomes totally disabled by rheumatoid arthritis, the sex ratio being about three women to one man. As a rule, these patients -are forced to give up working in about their 45th year; in other words, they lose about 15 normal working years, and each calendar year the community loses 5,500 working years through their disablement.
(C) Out-Patients.-This group is by far the greatest and also the most difficult to register, but it is possible to obtain a fairly correct picture of conditions in Greater Copenhagen, since about 80 per cent. of the population have access to six special out-patient clinics for rheumatic diseases, which belong to the Cooperative Sickness Insurance Corporations. The reports from these clinics give a fairly accurate picture of the number, nature, and distribution of rheumatic diseases so treated.
A direct registration was made during the last 3 weeks of June, 1946, and in The sex ratio is about three women to nie man. (Table II) . In the winter, this percentage is somewhat higher (as may be expected); an investigation in the winter season showed that 18 per cent. of the population were then suffering from some rheumatic disease.
It is interesting to observe that similar results have been obtained both in Great Britain (Kellgren and others, 1953) and in the Netherlands (de Blecourt, 1953) , in similar investigations, although the methods of registration were different. This fact is strong evidence that our figures are correct (Table III) . Conclusions These figures may serve as basis for a computation of conditions in the whole country; and thence we may calculate the number of sick-days and the number of working years lost in consequence of rheumatic disease (Table IV) . Seven million sick-days a year means that Denmark loses 20,000 working years each calendar year; or, to put it another way, 20,000 persons are idle all the year round because of these diseases.
The rheumatic diseases cost the Danish community a total of $25 million a year in treatment, loss of wages, and disablement benefits (Table V) . On estime qu'a n'importe quel moment 13,5 pour cent a 18 pour cent de la population est atteint d'une des formes de Se estima que en cualquier momento entre el 13,5 por ciento y el 18 por ciento de la poblaci6n sufre de una de las formas de la enfermedad reumAtica y que en consecuencia la nacion pierde anualmente 20 mil afios de trabajo y 25 miliones de dMlares.
